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Mr. FEENSTRA changed his vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated against: 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 

had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ 
on rollcall No. 182. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, due to 
a schedule conflict, I was unable to cast roll 
call votes on Friday, May 13th. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 
No. 178, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 179, ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall No. 180, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 181, and 
‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 182. 
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RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 
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PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE 
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR 
OF H.R. 7648 

Mr. COLE. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that I may here-
after be considered to be the first spon-
sor of H.R. 7648, a bill originally intro-
duced by Representative Young of 
Alaska, for the purposes of adding co-
sponsors and requesting reprintings 
pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
ROSS). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Oklahoma? 

There was no objection. 

f 

b 1230 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I rise for 
the purpose of inquiring to the major-
ity leader the schedule for next week. 

Mr. Speaker, I am happy to yield to 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER), the House majority leader. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the Republican 
whip for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the House 
will meet at 12 p.m. for morning hour 
and 2 p.m. for legislative business, with 
votes postponed until 6:30 p.m. 

On Tuesday, the House will meet at 9 
a.m. and will recess shortly thereafter. 
At approximately 11 a.m., the House 
will meet in joint session with His Ex-
cellency Kyriakos Mitsotakis, the 
Prime Minister of the Hellenic Repub-
lic, Greece. Votes are expected in the 
House on Tuesday thereafter. 

On Wednesday, the House will meet 
at 12 p.m. for legislative business. 

On Thursday, the House will meet at 
9 a.m. for legislative business. 

The House will consider Chairman 
SCOTT’s H.R. 7309, the Workforce Inno-
vation and Opportunity Act of 2022, 
which is an important part of the Make 
It In America agenda. Now more than 
ever, businesses need skilled workers, 
and it is essential that we reauthorize 
WIOA to expand access to skills train-
ing for high-demand, high-wage jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, the House will also con-
sider H.R. 7688, the Consumer Fuel 
Price Gouging Prevention Act, intro-
duced by Representatives KIM SCHRIER 
and KATIE PORTER. This critical legis-
lation seeks to give the Federal Trade 
Commission greater authority to rein 
in excessive gas prices. This bill would 
protect consumers against irrespon-
sible actors in oil and gas who would 
artificially inflate prices for extra prof-
it, and it will help Americans strug-
gling with higher energy costs. 

Mr. Speaker, the House will also con-
sider two bills under suspension of the 
rules in recognition of National Police 
Week. 

Mr. Speaker, 23,229 of our fellow citi-
zens have lost their lives, over the 
course of the existence of our country, 
in law enforcement, in doing their du-
ties and protecting us and protecting 
our property. 

The first of those bills is H.R. 6943, 
the Public Safety Officer Support Act, 
bipartisan legislation that would ex-
pand eligibility for the Public Safety 
Officers’ Benefit program to include 
stress and trauma-related injuries and 
death by suicide for law enforcement 
officers and their families. 

Tragically, Mr. Speaker, that hap-
pens too often as a result of the trauma 
and stress which our police officers 
around the country confront. 

The second bill is H.R. 2992, the TBI 
and PTSD Law Enforcement Training 
Act, again bipartisan legislation, Mr. 
Speaker, that would require the De-
partment of Justice to develop crisis 
intervention training tools for law en-
forcement agencies so they can better 
equip officers to respond to individuals 
with traumatic brain injuries and post- 
traumatic stress disorder, some of the 
most dangerous confrontations that 
our officers have. 

The House will also consider, Mr. 
Speaker, H.R. 6531, the Targeting Re-
sources to Communities in Need Act of 
2022, sponsored by JIM CLYBURN and 
HAL ROGERS, the ranking member on 
the Appropriations Committee. Unfor-
tunately, that failed on suspension, so 
it is coming back under a rule. 

We will also consider S. 2938, legisla-
tion to designate the United States 
Courthouse and Federal Building lo-
cated at 111 North Adams Street in 
Tallahassee, Florida, as the Joseph 
Woodrow Hatchett United States 
Courthouse and Federal Building, 
which was sponsored by Senator MARCO 
RUBIO, Republican Member of the 
United States Senate. 
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The House will consider other bills 

under suspension of the rules. The com-
plete list of suspensions will be an-
nounced by the close of business today. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, we obvi-
ously will be ready at any time that 
the Senate can pass assistance to the 
extraordinary, brave, and courageous 
Ukrainians, who are confronting the 
Russian criminal invasion of their 
country unprovoked, unwarranted, and 
unjustified. 

We will have that legislation as soon 
as it comes back here considered, hope-
fully, on this floor so that we can get 
some $40 billion in military and hu-
manitarian assistance that is needed in 
Ukraine so critically. 

It is a sad thing that we passed this 
bill Tuesday night, and it has been sit-
ting in the Senate with essentially now 
one Senator, one Republican Senator, 
Mr. PAUL of Kentucky, holding it up. I 
am hopeful that the Senate can move 
it over to us quickly. 

We passed it in an overwhelmingly 
bipartisan fashion when it was here, so 
that is also a possibility, Mr. Speaker, 
to be on the floor next week. 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, as we 
look at some of the bills that will be 
brought up next week, in the price 
gouging bill, there are a number of con-
cerns with the way it is not really de-
fined in terms of what price gouging 
would even be. But as we know, the 
current state of our energy crisis is 
really because we, through the Biden 
administration, have shut down energy 
production in America. 

In fact, just the other day, earlier 
this week, in the midst of dramatically 
high gas prices, President Biden an-
nounced that he is canceling massive 
oil and gas lease sales. In the Gulf of 
Mexico, where there are rich reserves 
of American energy that could be pro-
duced, and Alaska, where there are rich 
reserves of American energy that could 
be produced, President Biden said no 
yet again. And this isn’t the first time. 

In fact, since he became President, 
on day one, Joe Biden started attack-
ing American energy. He killed not 
only the Keystone but the ability to 
produce and make any new pipelines in 
America to move energy around our 
country so that we don’t have to im-
port it from countries like Russia. 
President Biden made us dependent on 
Russian oil. In fact, he was begging 
Putin to send us more oil while he is 
canceling the ability for us to produce 
our own energy. 

You have seen other steps that the 
President has taken all throughout his 
Presidency to make it almost impos-
sible to produce American energy, to 
move American energy, to export 
American energy. LNG permits are sit-
ting on the desk waiting to be signed 
for over a year, not a single new LNG 
export permit to help not just America 
lower our energy prices but to help our 
friends around the world, especially in 
Europe, not need to get energy from 
bad actors like Putin. 

As Putin is, hopefully, going to be 
pushed to the side in terms of energy 

that we get, the President continues to 
turn not to American energy but to 
turn to other dictators, to go to Iran, 
to go to Venezuela, while shutting 
down American energy. 

So, we have a bill, and I brought this 
up to the majority leader a number of 
times, H.R. 6858, with over 130 cospon-
sors, a bill that would actually open up 
American energy so that we can lower 
gas prices. We can actually do some-
thing about it, not try to point the fin-
ger and blame this person. 

The President tried blaming Putin. 
Nobody in the country bought it be-
cause they knew gas prices were going 
up dramatically well before Putin in-
vaded Ukraine. In fact, President 
Biden, by shutting down American en-
ergy, allowed Putin to make $700 mil-
lion a day selling his oil to America 
and Europe, $700 million a day leading 
up to the war to help fund the war 
against Ukraine because President 
Biden said no to American energy over 
and over again. This bill would actu-
ally fix that. 

Now, when you look at the price 
gouging bill, first of all, Secretary 
Granholm, the Secretary of Energy, 
was asked in a committee hearing re-
cently, just about 2 weeks ago, if there 
was price gouging. She said: I am not 
sure anyone is saying there is whole-
sale gouging. 

Now, if you read the bill, what we 
have seen of it so far, it doesn’t allow 
the FTC to take action against the 
President of the United States, who ac-
tually is responsible for the gouging 
prices, high prices, whatever you want 
to define ‘‘gouging’’ as. 

Again, the bill itself is very vague. If 
you just don’t like a high price, you 
can go blame somebody else, or we 
could actually do something about it. 
We could actually bring a bill, like 
H.R. 6858, that would actually allow us 
to open up American energy that is 
here—great technology, lowest carbon 
emissions in the world, by the way, as 
we are now forced to rely on energy 
from other countries that actually 
emit more carbon to produce their oil. 

Mr. HOYER. Will the gentleman 
yield just on that point? 

Mr. SCALISE. I would yield. Espe-
cially if the gentleman would tell me 
we are bringing this up on the floor, I 
would be happy to yield right now. 

Mr. HOYER. On just that point, the 
gentleman mentioned this the last 
time we had a colloquy and pointed out 
that the drilling and processing of pe-
troleum products are the cleanest in 
the world. You made that point last 
week, and you have just made it now. 

Does the gentleman know why that is 
the case? 

Mr. SCALISE. Because America has 
the best standards in the world. 

Mr. HOYER. Correct. 
Mr. SCALISE. America knows how to 

do it better. 
By the way, it is American innova-

tion that has opened up the ability to 
produce more energy cleaner than any-
one else in the world, and the President 

of the United States is the one saying 
no to America. He is not saying no to 
all energy. He is saying no to the 
cleanest American energy. But then he 
is begging foreign countries, which ac-
tually produce energy without Amer-
ican standards, begging them to give us 
our oil at a much higher price than 
just doing it here in the best place to 
do it in the world. 

It perplexes me why the President of 
the United States says no to American 
energy while begging dictators to give 
us our energy at a higher cost, but that 
is where we are. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, we have had this discus-
sion before. I am going to take a little 
bit of time to—because if you just lis-
ten to the Republican whip, you would 
think that America is bereft of produc-
tion of oil, or of LNG, or of petroleum- 
based products. 

I want to go through what America is 
doing, what the increase has been, and 
what can be done. 

First of all, the United States is the 
largest producer of oil in the world— 
18.61 million barrels per day. Saudi 
Arabia is about half of that, at 10.8. 
Russia is slightly less than Saudi Ara-
bia; Canada about half of what Russia 
is doing; China about half, a little less 
than half, of what Russia is doing. So, 
we are the largest producer of petro-
leum products. 

b 1245 
We import some, and that is largely 

based on the type of petroleum prod-
ucts that we use. On crude oil we pro-
duced 11.6 million barrels in February 
2022. The all-time high was 12.9, almost 
13 million barrels. 

When Trump took office, we produced 
8.8 billion barrels in January 2017. In 
2008, we produced 5 million barrels. We 
more than doubled that in a decade 
from that 5 million. 

Oil production is up more than 700,000 
billion barrels from January to Decem-
ber 2021. It is up. It is very substan-
tially up. Oil production is projected to 
grow more than 1 million barrels this 
year alone. 

The U.S. rig count—this is important 
because these are the rigs that are in 
operation. The U.S. rig count is at a 
current level of 705, up seven from a 
week ago, and 257 from 1 year ago—a 57 
percent increase. 

So the presentation that somehow we 
are handcuffed in producing petroleum 
products is simply not true. In terms of 
natural gas, the United States is also 
the largest producer of natural gas in 
the world, at 3 trillion—3.109 billion 
cubic feet. Russia is second, Iran is 
third, and China is fourth, and Qatar is 
fifth. 

In December of 2011, Mr. Speaker, the 
U.S. was producing 82.1 billion cubic 
feet of natural gas. That was in 2011. In 
December 2021, we are now producing 
118 billion cubic feet, a 45 percent in-
crease in 10 years. Again, to hear the 
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whip talking about it, it would be as if 
we have been somewhat constrained 
and are not doing our job. 

Now, I happen to have an export com-
pany in my district, Calvert Cliffs, a 
nuclear facility. Right south of Calvert 
Cliffs is an export facility for LNG, in 
Cove Point, Maryland. In October 2021, 
66 percent of the deliveries went to 
Asia, 34 percent went to Europe. 

In February and March of this year, 
it is now 80 percent to Europe and 20 
percent to Asia. 

Why is that? So that we can meet the 
cutoff that has either happened be-
cause Russia did it or it has happened 
because the Europeans have stopped 
buying, in some respects, Russian prod-
uct. 

In any event, at the end of 2021, the 
U.S. had a peak export capacity of 11.6 
billion cubic feet per day. By the end of 
2022, that figure is expected to increase 
by 20 percent. This is not a country 
that is locking down the production of 
oil. 

In addition, let me point out that 
there are—I want to get the right fig-
ure—oil and gas companies already 
have 26 million acres of public lands to 
drill on and over 11 million acres of 
Federal waters that are currently at 
their disposal. They have 37 million 
acres in total. Nothing is stopping 
these companies from drilling there, if 
they choose to do so. 

The industry, Mr. Speaker, holds 
9,000 unused approved permits right 
now. There are 9,000 approved permits 
to drill, which they are not using. 

Last fall, the Biden administration 
put 80 million acres of the Gulf of Mex-
ico for auction; unfortunately, the 
court overturned that. There has not 
been a pursuit of that, as the whip will 
point out, since that time. The point is 
that the response to that offer got a 2 
percent response for 1.7 million acres 
out of the 80 million acres that were of-
fered. 

Now, the reason I took some time to 
go through these figures—nobody 
ought to be confused by the fact that 
what we are experiencing is a cause of 
the President’s proper view that we 
need to move to alternative fuels, a 
proper view that we need to, as the 
whip has pointed out, have safe produc-
tion, safe processing, energy efficient, 
but also environmentally sensitive pro-
duction of our oil products. All of 
which we are doing. 

I want to make it very clear that my 
personal view is we need to make sure 
that Europe has product, period, for 
national security reasons and, as the 
whip points out, for environmental rea-
sons. There ought to be no confusion 
that oil production in this country is 
doing very well. 

Now, why do some companies say 
they are not producing a lot? Because 
they are making a lot of money, a lot 
of profits, and buying back stock. That 
enhances the value of that stock. It en-
hances the value of the company. It en-
hances the value of the CEO. I don’t 
criticize them for that. 

Very frankly, we are at war. A dic-
tator has invaded, without justifica-
tion, a friendly country, Ukraine. They 
have fought back with extraordinary 
valor. What we really ought to do is 
talk together about how we can make 
sure that we bring gas prices down. 

Now, whether the FTC decides—as 
the gentleman has pointed out, Mr. 
Speaker—whether or not there is 
gouging, if they don’t decide that then, 
as Secretary Granholm observed, they 
are not sure, so be it. If they are 
gouging—if they are incorrectly charg-
ing consumers a higher price just be-
cause they can, then we ought to know 
about that. 

That is what this bill is about, and 
that is going to be discussed next week. 
There ought to be no confusion, we are 
producing a lot of oil. We are producing 
a lot of LNG. We are trying to provide 
for our own needs and the needs of 
those who are confronting tyranny in 
Europe and are confronting shortages 
in Europe, which is driving up prices. 

For the gentleman to say that these 
are Biden prices is simply not the case. 
Biden didn’t have anything to do with 
these prices. We were producing more 
petroleum products. What happened is 
the cartels, which have done so—and I 
am old enough to remember what hap-
pened in the early 1970s—the cartels 
are controlling supply. 

As a result, the shortness of supply 
and the increase in demand—why? Be-
cause we dealt with the pandemic. We 
got shots in arms. Once we got shots in 
arms and we are not wearing masks on 
the floor anymore, we are in better 
shape health-wise. 

So what are people doing? They are 
going out and driving. Demand is up 
and supply is being kept down by the 
cartels, not by Joe Biden. 

This evidence of the companies not 
producing more product—I get it. They 
are getting very high prices. 

So why should they produce more 
product? If you produce more product 
and if you want to sell more product to 
make more money—but they are mak-
ing a lot of money right now and they 
are buying stock back. The dividends 
are being paid at a healthy rate. So 
here we are. 

Mr. Speaker, I would tell the gen-
tleman that we are going to deal with 
both the supply side, which is impor-
tant, but I also want to make sure that 
we aren’t gouging consumers in the 
process. 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, to say 
that Joe Biden is not the reason that 
supply is limited just doesn’t match 
with the facts. Again, just 2 days ago, 
Joe Biden, not Putin, not the big oil 
companies, Joe Biden canceled oil and 
lease sales in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Joe Biden canceled lease sales in 
Alaska. 

Joe Biden, as a candidate—this isn’t 
just some new development for Joe 
Biden—Joe Biden as a candidate for 
President of the United States said: 
‘‘No more drilling, including offshore. 
No ability for the oil industry to con-
tinue to drill. Period.’’ 

That was Joe Biden as a candidate, 
and he didn’t stop there. 

When he became President, on day 
one he started an attack on American 
energy. It is crystal clear why. 

Now, I am glad the gentleman is 
bragging about high production levels, 
but let’s not think for a minute that 
Joe Biden is the reason we have pro-
duction today. If you understand the 
oil and gas industry—I was just on a 
rig in the deep waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico 2 weeks ago, one of the largest- 
producing rigs in the Gulf. Do you 
know that rig got its first lease in 2002? 
It took about 10 years to get the first 
oil. They put private money—all pri-
vate money; over $10 billion of private 
money—into developing those leases. 
There were many leases and permits 
along the way to finally get to the 
point where they could bring oil out of 
the ground, making money to pay back 
the $10-plus billion, to ultimately get 
to a point where they could produce 
over 130,000 barrels today. 

If Joe Biden wants to try to dare 
take credit for those 130,000 barrels 
today, he needs to go check the record 
at how long it took to get that oil from 
lease, permits, out of the ground, to ul-
timately getting it into world markets, 
not American markets. Oil companies 
don’t set the price of oil, it is world 
markets. That oil ultimately depletes, 
which is why the oil companies are al-
ways looking for new opportunities. 

The gentleman talks—as the White 
House has talked—about thousands of 
permits that are out there. It sounds 
really good. Understandably, I think 
people recognize it is a misleading 
number because many of these permits 
are for wells that were tried where 
there is no oil. There is not oil every-
where. 

You buy leases to go explore. It is 
called ‘‘exploration’’ for a reason. If it 
was known reserves—if you go drill 
right under a gas tank you find oil. If 
you want to find oil out amongst the 
natural resources that leases are issued 
for, you do test wells, you do seismic 
engineering. By the way, that takes 
years to go through the process of per-
mitting. 

Since Joe Biden has been President 
they have not issued new leases for 
seismic. So you might have a 3-mile by 
3-mile lease in the Gulf of Mexico that 
you paid millions of dollars to the Fed-
eral Government for years ago, and you 
are continuing to try to explore those 
3 miles by 3 miles that the Federal 
Government was happy to take the 
money for, but you can’t even get a 
permit from the Federal Government 
today to explore that lease—to exercise 
other permits. 

You have to get permits for the pipe-
lines. Not a single new pipeline permit 
has been issued. Even if you get it out 
of the ground, the Biden administra-
tion doesn’t want you to have the abil-
ity to move it through to refineries and 
world markets. 

What you see is a recognition by the 
rest of the world that America has 
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taken itself off the shelf in terms of the 
ability to produce energy. Again, Joe 
Biden is the one who canceled all these 
sales. Joe Biden is the one who, as a 
candidate, said there will be no drill-
ing. Cartels love this policy because 
they know now they control the sup-
ply. 

America is producing oil today based 
on permits and actions that were taken 
years ago. What we are seeing today is 
an inability to continue developing 
these leases, which means ultimately 
they will dry up, as all of those leases 
do. That is why you are always explor-
ing for the next round of finds. 

Those next rounds of finds are not 
being explored for in America, they are 
being explored for in other countries, 
but it is countries that are cartels, 
countries that are monopolies, so they 
can control the price. 

It is interesting that the gentleman 
brought up the last time we saw these 
kinds of prices was in the 1970s under a 
similar Democrat President who had 
the same kind of attitude toward 
American energy. It made our country 
dependent on foreign energy and it cre-
ated lines at the pump where people 
had to wait days to get gasoline. 

When you saw President Trump open-
ing up American energy and allowing a 
free market to produce energy—we 
don’t put those constraints in place 
when we are operating under a free 
market, so the cartels have no lever-
age, Putin has no leverage. The only 
reason he has leverage is if you have a 
President like Joe Biden who says we 
are not going to produce in America. 

He said it. He took the actions to fol-
low up on it, including just a few days 
ago. Amidst high gas prices, he actu-
ally took more American energy off 
the market, giving the cartels more 
monopoly power to raise prices. I wish 
we would address that. We have a bill 
to address that and reverse those bad 
policies. Unfortunately, I haven’t heard 
the gentleman commit to bringing 
those to the floor yet. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

b 1300 

So I wish my friend would address 
that. We have a bill to address that and 
reverse those bad policies. Unfortu-
nately, I haven’t heard the gentleman 
bring it to the floor yet. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman. 

Mr. HOYER. It is unfortunate that at 
a time of war that we spend all our 
time blaming our own President. 

It is unfortunate that when the Euro-
peans put themselves over the objec-
tions of numerous administrations in a 
place where they had dependence on 
Russia, Russia has no leverage over us. 
We don’t need Russia for energy. As a 
matter of fact, we voted overwhelm-
ingly to stop buying any petroleum 
products from Russia which I sup-
ported strongly. On this side of the 
aisle and on the other side of the aisle 
we supported that strongly. 

The fact of the matter is the gen-
tleman refuses to recognize 80 million 
acres—now, it was overturned by the 
courts later—80 million acres. He says 
all these people want to produce it and 
they want to look to new places, and 
they want to find oil someplace. There 
was a 2 percent of response. 

Mr. Speaker, 1.7 million acres out of 
80 million acres were bid on. That 
doesn’t sound to me like a stampede to 
find it. 

But let me tell you what he doesn’t 
tell the American people, Mr. Speaker, 
when he is making that presentation. 
And you would think the Biden admin-
istration has clamped things down. The 
Biden administration approved more 
drilling permits in 2021 than the Trump 
administration approved in the first 3 
years they were in office. Let me say 
that again: The Biden administration 
approved more permits in the first year 
of their term than the Trump adminis-
tration did in the first 3 years of their 
term. 

So when he says: Oh, the Biden ad-
ministration is shutting it down and 
that is why we are having the problem; 
we are having the problem because 
Russia—the second, third producer of 
petroleum products in the world—is an 
irresponsible dictatorship run by one 
man, essentially, who wants to use pe-
troleum products as leverage. And he 
had leverage on the Europeans, and he 
had leverage certainly on the Ukrain-
ians. They used energy as a bludgeon. 

In addition to that, the oil companies 
were making huge profits as these 
prices kept going up. So they didn’t go 
out and do a lot of drilling. They didn’t 
bid on a lot of new opportunities that 
maybe they could have produced oil on. 
They didn’t bother. 

Why? 
Because they were making so much 

money. Now, that is a business judg-
ment. But the effect of not doing it 
meant that as demand went up and less 
of a supply, not just from their actions 
but from the actions of the Saudis, oth-
ers, and the cartel, again, three times 
as many permits were authorized in 
the first year of the Biden administra-
tion than 3 years in the Trump admin-
istration. 

So don’t tell me about Donald Trump 
and the free market. The free market 
is one reason why this is happening. I 
am for the free market because sound 
business judgments work: we are mak-
ing a lot of money, with that money we 
are going to buy back stocks; it will 
make the remaining stocks more valu-
able; we are going to pay good divi-
dends; our stock value is going to go 
up, and everybody is happy—except the 
consumer, of course, because supply on 
the world markets—and it is a world 
market price, it is not Biden’s price, it 
is the world market price—have gone 
up because demand is up and supply is 
down. 

So I don’t know how the gentleman 
rationalizes his comments about Biden 
constricting petroleum production 
when the permits issued are three 

times—or said a different way—in 1 
year three times the number of permits 
that Mr. Trump issued in the first 3 
years of his term. I wish we would get 
off this and really focus on the enemy. 
I know there is a lot of politics here, 
but we are at war. We need to produce 
energy. 

As I told my friend, Cove Point is 
now sending 80 percent, reversing Asia 
supply to European supply because 
they need it because we are at war. 
And we are up in almost every cat-
egory of production of petroleum prod-
ucts. So we can go on and on and on 
about this. Rig counts that are pro-
ducing oil are up 57 percent—57 percent 
from a year ago—a 57 percent increase 
in operating rigs. It doesn’t sound to 
me like Biden is shutting people down. 

Biden does want a clean environ-
ment. Biden does want us to look at al-
ternative energy. That is what he was 
talking about in the campaign that he 
wanted to look to that. But President 
Biden has made it very clear he under-
stands in the short term—short term 
could be 25 years or 5 years—in the 
short term, particularly during the 
course of this war, we need to have all 
the petroleum products, and we need to 
have them for ourselves and for our al-
lies. 

Mr. SCALISE. We will continue this 
discussion. I would like to see us bring 
up the bill that would actually address 
it. We will see this debate go on next 
week and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

CELEBRATING MOTHER NATURE’S 
GIFTS 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as spring 
moves into full bloom, new life is 
bursting forth along the southern-most 
shore of the Great Lakes along Lake 
Erie. Over 100,000 nature tourists are 
flocking to the Ottawa and Cedar Point 
Federal Wildlife Refuges adjacent to 
Magee Marsh and Maumee Bay State 
Park. Nearby freshwaters hum with 
new life: pickerel, perch, and even 
salmon. 

This week our region is celebrating 
the 30th anniversary of what has grown 
into the biggest week in American 
birding. Over 100,000 visitors head to 
our northern Ohio heartland region for 
fishing, boating, hiking, and, yes, bird 
watching to fully welcome and cele-
brate the vast array of two-winged 
creatures that fly and thrive along our 
freshwater coast and wetlands: bald ea-
gles, egrets, trumpeter swans, blue her-
ons, indeed, every species one might 
imagine. 

This splendid, colorful display by na-
ture occurs at the crossroads of the 
Mississippi and Atlantic flyways. Near-
by the Great Lakes Black Swamp Bird 
Observatory is raising funds to build a 
new welcome and education center to 
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